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Start Up of Indonesian Cinnamon Plant

ForesTrade, Inc. built Indenesia's first
state-of-the-art organic  cinnamon-
processing plant and an associated
essential oils plant in Padang, West
Sumatra. The two plants were of-
ficialy opened in March 2007, but
the spice plant, for cinnamon and
cloves, did not become fully opera-
tional until Morch of 2008.

One of the biggest problems that de-
loyed the built of these plants was
the procurement of equipment but
ForesTrade received assistance with
the plant design from a large local
spice processor. "One of their engi-
neers worked with us as a consuliant
to design our production line and
he recommended squipment from
Munson Machinery Company in the
US." says Mary Porter, manager of
ForesTrade's Indonesian operations.
Munson subsequently delivered a
high-speed screen classifying cutter
that cuts the cinnamon sticks to the
desired length, and a rotary confinu-
ous mixer that blend various grades
of material to customer specifica-
tions.

Today the plants are running smoocth-
Iy and “we are exporfing high-qual-
ity products,” says Porter. The plants
have HACCP (Hozard Analysis Critical
Confrol Points) and 15O 9000 certifica-
ticn and meet international standards
for organic products. Headquartered
in Brattleboro, Vermont, ForesTrade is

a producer and disfributor of fropical,
organically grown spices, coffee and
essential oils, with offices in The Neth-
erlands, Guatemala and Indonesia.
The company buys the raw products
from cerfified organic farmers, includ-
ing more than 5,000 farmers in Indo-
nesia.

Today, the plant is considered g
model for cassia processing and has
received praise from visitors, many of
them customers, for its efficiency and
cleanliness. “Above all, pecple are
impressed by how clean the place is
because cassia plants are notorious
for dust,” says Porfer. Other compa-
nies have expressed interest in follow-
ing ForesTrade's example, she adds,
and the consultant who designed
the plant has had many inquines from
companies that would like to dupli-
cate the entire system.

Padang might well be called the cin-
namaon capital of the world, located
as it is in the middle of a major pro-
duction area for cinnamon and other
spices. The popular type of cinnaman
in the region is cassia vera, which has
o hot and sweet flavor. Bark from the
trunk of the tree has the highest vola-
tile cil content, which gives it a spicy
flaver.

Cinnamon is received at the spice
plant in bags as rolled sticks, known as
quills that range in length from 7.5 cm
ta 1 m. Samples of bark from each in-

Al Rabie Delivers Lecture on Nutrition to
Students Visiting its Riyadh Headquarters

Al Rable Saudi Foods Co., o picheer-
ing producer of juices dairy products
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
the largest juice manufacturer in the
Middle East, recently invited students
to a lecture on the importance of nu-
frition and the consumption of health
foods in addition to future working
opportunities. Al Rabie is encourag-
ing other schools fo make similar frips
to its Riyadh headquarters,

Abdul Mohsen Abu Harba, Manager
of PR & Communications and CS5R
Department, received the delego-
tion and gave the students a four
of the company's factory to show

N 52 MIDDLE EAST FOOD (MEF)

the basics of production lines and
manufacturing methods. He pointed
out that the visit gimed to infroduce
school children to the importonce
of hedlthy nutritional products and
highlight Al Rabie Soudi Foods Co.'s
achievements along with its notable
contibutions to the industrial boom
witnessed in KA.

Abu Harba said that such initiatives
raise awareness among school stu-
dents and visitors on future working
opportunities, This, he explained, pro-
mates hard work and interest in sci-
entific and business innovation. He
added that the tours emphasize the
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coming bag are checked by distilla-
tion and by a water-activity meter to
determine the content of water and
volatile oil. The bags are then manu-
ally emptied onto a belt conveyor,
dleng which workers remove stones,
and arange the quills inline for the
cutting operation. Soil and any other
extranecus materal are removed by
a vibratory separator, and a magnet
extracts ferrous metals,

From the conveyor line the quills are
discharged into a rotary knife cutter
and rough-cut to a maximum length
of 15 cm. The quills are then fed via
a pneumnatic conveyor into a high-
speed, screen classifying cutter (Mun-
son model 3CC-15-M35). The unit's har-
izontal rotor contains dozens of cutter
blades, attached to a helical array of
staggered holders called “intercon-
nected parallelograms.” The blades
are chisel-shaped, with reploceable
carbon fips. m

Ay e Sgy i 7 i

Al Rabie Saudi Foods Co. logo

growth of varous fields, particularly
the industrial sector, under the wise
leadership of the Kingdom. He con-
cluded that the company's goal
through these visits is to reinforce so-
cial, cultural and educational oware-
ness and collaboration among all
community members as well as to
promote and support social activities
in general. m
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